Date

Jennifer Ho
Special Advisor on Housing and Services
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
451 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20410

RE:	Request for approval of tenant selection preference for individuals with specific disabilities covered under the State of Georgia’s Settlement Agreement with the Department of Justice.
 
Dear Ms. Ho:

The (insert name of PHA) is requesting approval of a tenant selection preference for persons covered under the Settlement Agreement between the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) and the State of Georgia.  The covered individuals are people with serious and persistent mental illness (SPMI) and severe chronic developmental disabilities who are chronically homeless, leaving institutions or who are at risk of institutionalization. Also covered are participants in the Money Follows the Person demonstration program, which serves elders, people with physical disabilities (including people with brain injuries) and people with developmental disabilities who are individuals with significant disabilities seeking to leave nursing homes. 

Under the Settlement Agreement, Georgia must transition individuals living with SPMI and developmental disabilities into integrated, community-based settings while making voluntary supportive services available to them.  The (insert the name of PHA) is seeking an approval of a tenant selection preference that replicates the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) preference approved by HUD on July 6, 2012 and further extended on April 23, 2015.  Both HUD approval notices to DCA are attached for your convenience.  

This tenant selection preference will be utilized by (insert name of PHA) as an actionable plan in furtherance of the requirements under the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) as well as the mandates under the Olmstead v. LC case.  HUD has acknowledged the necessity of offering remedial measures like tenant selection preferences within certain programs for specific populations.  This may involve remedial actions taken in direct response to Olmstead-related litigation or voluntary, affirmative Olmstead planning and implementation efforts.  This preference will facilitate greater access to affordable housing for persons living with specific disabilities who are transitioning into integrated, community-based settings.  

The (insert the name of PHA) tenant selection preference, much like DCA’s, makes Housing Choice Vouchers (HCVs) readily accessible to persons who meet the criteria outlined in the DOJ Settlement Agreement.  Specifically, the preference will allow (insert the name of PHA) to commit one in every two vouchers that become available through attrition to the Settlement Agreement target population for a minimum of two years following the approval of the preference.  As a result, the (insert the name of PHA) has established a priority placement for individuals on its waiting lists who meet the criteria of this tenant selection preference.

I have enclosed copies of the proposed preference language and operational plan as well as our updated Administrative Plan for 2015.  The daily administration of this tenant selection preference will be based on the attached Operational Plan. We welcome HUD’s comments on the attached documents.

The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities (DBHDD), as agreed to provide referrals to (insert the name of PHA) of individuals who meet the criteria outlined in the Settlement Agreement.
 
(insert the name of the PHA) will apply the basic HCV eligibility requirements as described in its Administrative Plan, with the exception that (insert the name of PHA) will provide an extended housing search time beyond the 120 days for households with a Settlement Agreement preference.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The (insert the name of PHA) is committed to its partnership with HUD to ensure that individuals with disabilities who are chronically homeless, transitioning from institutions or at risk of institutionalization have meaningful access to affordable, integrated housing while remaining compliant with PIH and FHEO requirements.

Thank you for consideration of this request.

Sincerely,


Enclosures:	DCA Approval Notice dated 7/6/12
		DCA Extension Request Approval Notice dated 4/23/15
		(Name of PHA) Operational Plan
		(Name of PHA) Preference Language
		(Name of PHA) Admin Plan section that references preference

